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Our Mission

Our website has arrived !! Please visit us at...

The South Florida Palm Society is a not-for profit organizatior*t
whose mission is to disseminate information about and encoufage
interest in palms and the use of those plants. Funds donated {o the
Chapter through its annual sales are used to help support Fajrchild
Tropical Botanic Garden, Montgomery Botanical Center and dther
institutions, individual research, planting projects, and educatipnal
efforts.
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The Palm Report -august 2008

This publication is produced by the South Florida Palm Society as
a service to it's members. The statements and opinions expressed
herein do not necessarily represent the views of the SFPS, it's
Board of Directors or its editors. Likewise, the appearance of ad-
vertisers does not constitute an endorsement of the products or
featured services.
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Featured Palm®Pelagodoxa henryana

Said to be one of the world's rarest palms, it
is also considered to be exceptionally attrac-
tive, displaying a dense crown of about 15
large undivided, pinnately veined leaves to
over 6 feet in length and 3 feet in width on
short unarmed petioles. The trunk is slender
to about 30 feet in height . The large fruits
have a round and corky-barnacled appear-
ance. They are light brown in color and ap-
parently reach maturity only once having
fallen to the ground.

Taxonomically it is included within
Iguanurinae, a subtribe with numerous genera
occurring in the South West Pacific, West
Pacific, South-East Asia and with other
widely distributed genera such &atakentia
from the Ryukyu Islands to the south of Jafaictyospermarom the Mascare-
nes in the Indian Ocean east of MadagascaBamtinckiafrom South India.
Pelagodoxds position within Iguanurinae is determined by #mdocarp pos-
sessing an operculum (a cap covering the embryloec$eed) which is a feature
shared only by Oncospermatinae, and not posseasimafure or spines, unlike
Oncospermatinae.

Pelagodoxa henryana

The nearest relative ®elagodoxas Heterospathdout this affinity is tenuous as
the nature oPelagodoxdruits isolate it somewhat within the Arecaceae.

It is considered to be native to the

Marquesas, an isolated group of is-

lands some 8° south of the Equator in

the central Pacific Ocean, where it

occurs naturally in very moist, humid

valleys as an understory component.

This population is only small and ob-

viously endangered as regeneration

has been restricted due to the en-

croachment of agriculture in the vicinuvenile Pelagodoxa henryanaphotographed at a
ity. Naturalization oPelagodoxa hen- private garden in Davie, FL.
ryanahas occurred in the Solomon

Islands, where a cultivated grove near a long atwaed settlement has regener-
ated. The cultivation dPelagodoxappears to present no problems within the
humid tropics and warm subtropics. Shade and alindaisture for seedlings
and juveniles is essential in a very well prote@esh if the leaves are to retain
their fullness, as they are easily split and spolilg wind and even mild expo-
sure. Growth can be fast, with the formation ofimk commencing after about
6 years.



The SFPSWebsite is here!

www.southfloridapalmsociety.com

Read the latest news in the most
recent issue of thiealm Report!

View the calendar to plan
for upcoming events!

Get membership information instantly!

Ask questions directly to our readers
on our on-line forum.

And much, much more.

Special NoteWe need your
EMAIL Addresses!!!!

The South Florida Palm Society has collected wetkrd 000 names and physical
addresses of current, previous and future memhensave only collected a
small number of email addresses. Our Websitenatilonly deliver more imme-
diate information on dates, current events andtfare but will also save our
society many thousands of dollars a year on pigrdind postage! Without your
email address we cannot forward a link to the mastent Palm Report and it
will soon be published on line and in full colo@iB members will continue to
receive 2 printed sale issues each year.

Please Send your email address to:
Lou@southfloridapalmsociety.org

Win a Neoveitchia storkii
We Want YOURHelp!
Send us your best ideas for
a newSFPSslogan.
Slogans like: “we dig palms”, “plant a palm” and
“changing the world one palm at a time”
The person who sends in the winning

selection will receive a palm like this- neoveitchia storkii
email your short slogan to
palmtim@bellsouth.net
or fax your ideas to (305) 234-7249
prior to September 1st, 2008.
2 entries per person

SFPS BOD will vote on entries to determine winner

Membership is not required to enter
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In order to keep thBalm Reports relevant as possible,
we ask that our readers submit ideas, articles, and
pictures that you feel might be of interest. Suggas
and general questions can be sent to
Tim McKernan at
palmtim@bellsouth.net.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!!

Richard Al-Imam, Gloria Batule, Steven Berler , leoGafricarte, Stan Chur-
zanowski, Mary Conway, Patrick Cowan, Todd Fairlmrittidia Hernandez,
Craig Kolthoff, Karen Lawrence, Vern Morris, Ray @andarena, Jim Padron,
Robert Pelligrini, Elayne Prince, Esteban Rojagv@tRoof, Lucas Roosa, Wal-
ter Severyn, Elizabeth Smith, Brad Stark, Jeremge§vcaurie Danielson, Felix
Beruvides, Vince Hanlon, Glen Sheldon and Jack Ksar

Keeping your membership up to date will assure you of receiving|all
SFPS email communicationg,he Palm Regrt and advance copies of
the Sale booklets. Membership can be renewed online at
www.southfloridapalmsociety.com or by sending your payment with any
postal or email address changeSEKPS c/o Lou Sugoros, 7341 SW 5th
St., Plantation, FL, 33317. Annual membership is $20, Lifetime m¢m-
berships $100 (Bronze level), $250 (Silver level), and $500 (Gdld
level). Thank you for your support ®he South Florida Palm Soci-
ety. We hope to see you at all of our general meetings, field trips,|and
the Spring and Fall Palm Show and Sales.

Upcoming Events:

Monday August 4, 2008; 7:00 PM
General meeting of theSouth Florida Palm Society
The meeting will be held &inecrest Gardens Commu-
nity Center(instead ofrairchild Tropical Botanic Gar-
deng. Pinecrest Gardens is located at 11000 Red Road
(SW 57 Avenue) in Pinecrest.

Dr Jay Horn of Fairchild Tropical Garden will presa
program entitled “A Look Inside Palms; discoveriagf
structure and evolution within fan palms
and their relatives.”

Light food and refreshments will be served.

Saturday October 11, 2008; 10:00AM
Private Garden Tour. We will be visiting several fabu-
lous gardens in the Pinecrest/South Miami aredailBe
in the next newsletter.

November 1 & 2, 2008; 9:30 AM-4:30 PM _akETBG
“World’s Largest Sale of Palms and Cycads'This is
the 30thanniversary of this event! Come and see over
25 vendors offering well over 300 varieties of pslamd
cycads for sale. This event will be stocked withuth
sands of plants and should have something for enery
Don’t miss it.




Palm Tree Seed Germination, Growing

Palm Trees from Seed-
A Nurseryman's Viewpoint. by Phil Bergmanjunglemusic.net

For 24 years | have been obtaining and germinatiagls for my commer-
cial palm and cycad nursery. | would estimate thetve germinated several
hundreds of thousands of palm seeds. Every growehave his own tech-
nigue or viewpoint. Below is a summary of importpnints that | think
every palm enthusiast or grower should considemvgeminating seeds of
palm trees.

Decide Which Seeds To Germinate

Have a plan for what you are trying to accompléasig

select your seeds accordingly. Palm tree carenbeamgith

plckmg the right species to grow.
Select species that will do well in your locality.
Obtain the appropriate number of seeds for your
needs.
Always identify the seeds by species, source, ate d
when you collect or receive them. Don’t “throw eytling into a bag to
figure out later”. You'll undoubtedly forget what what.
Be aware that there are regulations on the impp#dird international sale
and trade of seeds. Often, phytosanitary permitshiaeded. Sometimes,
with Endangered Species, a CITES permit might baired, even on spe-
cies of palms. Assume it is necessary for cycadsand refer to specific
CITES laws (continued next page)

S01 50 SWW 170 Ave.
Haomestesgald, Fl 233030

Get High Quality Seeds

Best results usually come from fresh seeds collecte
by the grower himself. Only collect ripe seeds. ivo
immature, green seeds. Ripe seeds have mature fruit
color and are “ready to drop”.

If purchased, obtain seeds from a reputable dealer.

An unscrupulous broker may intentionally or unwit-

tingly give seeds a false or a more “sellable” ggec

name to facilitate the sale. You will be unaware of Pritchardia macdanielsii,
this problem for some time. Such “mistakes” have =~ immature seeds.
led to great confusions with species of palm trees,

especially with recent introductions from Madagasca

When you find a good seed broker, stick with hire.Wwhnts your repeat busi-
ness. If purchased, inquire about the age of thdsseseeds from distant lands
can take months to get into your hands. Excephifosource, a seed broker will
usually share information he knows. Poor germimatasults are usually the
result of old or poor quality seeds.

Obtain a USDA Import permit if you plan to impogesls internationally

Clean Off The Seed's Fruit

Before your seeds are shipped to you, insist thieif removed to avoid confis-

cation by the USDA. Likewise, clean fruit from seggbu are bringing into your

state or into the country. Rot problems may develbpn sewing seeds if fruit is
left on the seed. Dry the seeds prior to shipping o

transport. Wear gloves when cleaning fruit on some

species such as Caryota and Arenga.

Seeds germinate better with the fruit off and treree
less fungal problems. Fruit contains certain geamin
tion inhibitors. Cleaning of the fruit eliminatdsese

inhibitors.

Butia capitata mature
Checking Viability Of Seeds
Obtained

Depending on the species, seed viability variesfseveral weeks to six to
twelve months. Small seeds typically have shorteatibn of viability. Under-
story and more tropical seeds likewise have a shtirhe from ripening to loss
of viability. As anticipated, seeds that are fromrenarid habitats typically have
longer viability windows.

Check the seed’s general appearanc&ood seeds look fresher and feel heav-
ier in the hand. Old seeds look desiccated andifgekbr. Check seed size. If
you know what a seed is should look like and seedsived are much smaller,
either you have bad seeds or another species.



Advertising Available in the Palm Report
Ads are taken on a space available basis
Full-page color ad is $495
Full-page ad is $175 per issue
One-third page ad is $50 per issue

“Germinating...” continued

Pinch Test Viable seeds never collapse when pinched betweenthumb and
forefinger. If the seeds do collapse, they areseitimmature seeds or they are
old, desiccated seeds with internal air cavitiegifrrot to the embryo or endo-
carp. Discard such seeds.

Float Test Viable seeds invariably sink to the bottom
when soaked in water and bad seeds float for tmores
described above. This is providing that any outsofis
covering layer of the seed has been removed. Tdrera
few exceptions, but “floaters” usually do not genate.
Cutting a representative seed in half may revegleamly
rot or desiccation problems.

Soaking The Seeds Float test

Seeds of palm trees recently cleaned of their 6ppple fruit do not need to be
soaked. Seeds shipped internationally or from &ésrmvariably benefit from a
24 hour soak in clean water. Some growers advatateine free water for
soaking. Soaking prior to sewing gives the seejdmap start” and helps revital-
ize older seeds. With short-lived embryo viabititme-windows, such
“rehydration” may be the difference between suceessfailure.

Soaking may be eliminated if one is utilizing afeefive automatic and inter-
mittent misting system. With most conventional t@ges, however, soaking
will prove advantageous. Over-soaking will prodbebbles from fermentation
of fruit remaining on the seeds. If longer soakiegiods are used, change the
water daily.

Germination Techniques:
Community Pots
or Beds

This is a method by which seeds are sewn in a con-

tainer or bed, typically many seeds placed sidsidbgy

in the germinating soil. Good for day to day olvaer Community pot,
tion and offers a grower the opportunity to remove palm seedlings.
seedlings at will.

Advantages Easy observation, erect seedlings, good air leiticin, easy appli-
cation of chemicals or fertilizer, application afttom heat, and independent
removal of seedlings as needed.

Disadvantages Somewhat more difficult to set up, potential iess heat or
humidity, greater desiccation risk, chance forateital contamination by fungus.
Most frequently used technique by commercial grewer

Germination Techniques: "Baggie" Technique

An easy technique of placing seeds with some $#igt#mp moss into a trans-
parent plastic baggie and putting the baggie imenwenvironment, such as near
a water heater.

Advantages:improved humidity, inexpensive, simple, space &fit, mobile,
and good for small numbers of seeds

DisadvantagesPoor visibility, twisted seedlings, potential fapid fungal de-
mise, lack of ventilation, inferior light, risk ainder-hydration without warning,
and need for timely removal when ready or one tgetedling spaghetti”.
Preferred technique by some hobbyists.

Germination Environment

A temperature/humidity controlled greenhouse emwitent is ideal. This offers
more heat, higher low temperatures, and more aemsisumidity. There is also
less risk of predators, weed contamination and lvegatkelated problems.

A simply constructed germination box made out gfafbam with a plastic lid
can be constructed cheaply and work well. It isider the hobbyist. A simple
warming device such as a light bulb can be utilized

If not utilizing a greenhouse or germination bosg\pde your seeds with the
warmest area possible with good humidity and awamfdirect, hot sunlight.
Humidity levels of 60 to 70% are ideal. Avoid owedamp locations or rot will
develop.

Utilization Of Bottom Heat

This is a system of utilizing artificial heat beldhe
community pot to accomplish or accelerate germamati
Commercial heating mats are available with theratost
controls. Is advantageous for most species. Spgmds
mination. Is not inexpensive to use.

Bottom heat requires a flat surface to functions kest Heating mats

to shield loss of heat from the bottom of your nTdtte

distance from the seeds to bottom heat is critl€&bo close it may overheat
seeds. For species from colder natural habitat&gindheat may diminish germi-
nation rates and be totally unnecessary. It willélases water requirements and/
or frequency of misting.A thermometer should béagd to verify optimal me-
dium temperature.

Be aware that old mats present a fire hazard. Btaisld be replaced when they
are old or show signs of deterioration.



Simple Outdoor Germination

This means germinating outdoors in a small pohergarden, nothing fancy.
This can be successful with many species in yauilivan area that gets ade-
guate heat and not too cold. One should avoid déwadight on most species
and keep the soil somewhat damp. This can be dowpdysunder a bed of
mulch in the garden. Outdoor germination can beessful on many of the
cooler growing species of the genera Howea, ChaaraadButia and Para-
jubaea.

Germination Medium/Saoill

It must provide a root substrate, moisture, nutsemd aeration.
It is ideally loose enough for easy penetratiogerimination radical.
It should accept water easily and not dry out toick]y.

There are various opinions on the ideal mix. The cain be made by hand or
purchased as “germination mix”. Typically used migtures of perlite and peat
moss in a 2:1 or 3:1 ratio.

Wetting agents are often added to medium to hetlp watering. Pure peat moss
can be used but can turn into a hard block if ellexved to fully dry out. Other
mediums: Sphagnhum moss, sand, shavings, etc.

Watering

Watering once a day in a greenhouse environmardually adequate. Outdoors,
keep the medium mildly moist. Watering frequencsiesawith water holding
capacity of medium and the ambient temperature/diftyniSand needs less fre-
guent watering while pure perlite more frequentesiag.

Automated misting systems are available but natafly needed. Beware of
“over-watering” which can lead to rot problems afainping off of the new

Exotic Palms
25000 SW 152 Avenue
Homestead, FL 33032

305-246-3125

Old Man / Zombia X

Specializing in Rare, Exotic &
Unusual Palms
(Some of the World's Rarest Palms Availablg)

To See Now www.rarepalm.com

Ideal Temperature For Germination

For most species, soil temperature of 80 to 85akegr
Fahrenheit seems to be ideal. This can be accdmeplis
using bottom heat or a heated greenhouse. Cold tem
peratures (day or night) can slow or prevent geamin
tion. Excessive bottom heat can be damaging ted-se
ling’s roots.

Once then first leaf spear is showing, seedlingshea
removed from the bottom heat if you wish. Howevepotting should wait
There are species from colder areas that prefdecgermination temperatures.

Fungal Problems With Seedlings

This can occur at any time. It is known as “dampiffy and can be recognized
by seedlings quickly turning brown and wilting. Caavel quickly to adjacent
seedlings or from pot to pot. Requires timely usappropriate fungicides. | use
a product named Daconil.

Repotting Of New Seedlings

Typically when at least one fully formed leaf eziddeally, | wait for the second
or third leaf. Most vulnerable time for seedlingrdse is when doing the initial
transplant.

Seeds often geminate sporadically. Therefore, cmgmaed to harvest seedlings
that are ready and place remnant seeds back mtwotihmunity pot for further
germination. When first repotting the new seedlingroduce it into a very open
seedling mix that offers easy penetration of the rmots. Watch for desiccation
with transplanted new seedlings. Typically needfifequent misting to reestab-
lish. Use of “anti-transpirants” may be useful.

Time Needed For
Germination

Even for one species, germina-
tion times are so variable that
predictions and generalizations
are almost meaningless. At
best, one could state that some
genera or species germinate
more quickly than others. Ger-
mination times are dependent
on all factors discussed above
and vary from one batch of
seeds to the next.

With no success for six to twelve months, it isthesheck your seeds with a
pinch test. Often it is found that all the seedsratten and need to be discarded.

End~



Waterfulls arnd Ponds

Rare BPalmy and Exotics

Please don't forget to get us those email addresses

Complete Landscape Service
rafessiondl Garderning Tree Removal 7 Trinnring

e coll thet's all!

(305) 951-2151
wwsl fropicalpalmgardens.com

South Florida Palm Society
c/o Lou Sguros
7341 SW 5th Street
Plantation, FL 33317
(954) 797-2868



